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Short Message for BCJA newdetter

Theformer British Council Director Micheel Barrett
Gredingsto dl my old friends inthe BCJA. It was had
to leave Tokyo, but now | am enjoying supporting links between
Jopan and the UK as head of the Greet Britan Sasskawa
Foundation. In paticular, "Jgpan 2001", a yea-long
celebration of Jgpan in the UK, is kesping us in touch with the
wonderful creativity and energy of our ‘other home. The
events gart in May 2001 and continue until April 2002. In many
ways, it is jud like a mirror-imege of UK98. Jgpan is il a
distant and srange country for most British people. The am of
Japan 2001 is to reech as many people as possble and to hdp
them to discover the humen face of everyday Japan o that it
feds doser and more familiar. Already hundreds of events
have been regigered and more are beng organised. They
indude mgor culturd events such as an exhibition of Shinto art
at the British Museum, as well as modern culture in the form of
'mangd and films There ae many educationd activities
introducing aspects of Jgpan to schoolchildren, induding a
"homestay" programme for British children to gay in the homes
of Jgpanese families living in the UK. Sdientific and academic
conferences are planned, as wdl as exchanges on socd
problems.  There will be "Jgpan days' and smdl fegtivds in
meany towns around the British ides, and Jgpan 2001 will dart
with a large-scde 'Matsuri' in London's Hyde Park, with ‘tako,
awa-odori', 'yabusame, and an Okinawan pop band, dong with
al the food and amosphere of atypicd stregt fedtivd in Japan.
If you would like to know more aout Japan2001 and the
organistion of events pleese e  the webdte
wwwjgpan200L.org.uk  or  wwwjgpan200L1.orjp.

PS. | will not be performing for Jgpan 2001 on the beautiful
shakuhachi | received from you as a pating gift, but it is a
congtant reminder of my happy daysin Tokyo.

(Miched Barett, Chief Executivem, The Gredt Britain Sasckawa
Foundation)
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Fukushima, S. (2000). Requests and Culture: Politenessin British
English and Jepanese. Bern: Peter Lang.

ISBN: 3-906765-30-X

0 Saeko Fukushima, OO0 0000000000, Univesty of
Reading 1992/93)
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