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OPAST, NOW & FUTUREO
I n the Beginning wasthe Coundil: A Personal Retrogpect

0000000000000 0Hisaeki Yamanouchi

In 1955 | was a twenty-year-old student of 'British [Culturd]
Sudies a the University of Tokyo. We had the fortune of being
taught by the twenty-four-year-old ingpiring poet Anthony Thwaite.
To us he seemed to be an incarnation of British culture It was
through him that | was firgt introduced to the British Council which
had darted itsactivitiesin Tokyo afew yearsealier.

| wonder if younger members of the BCJA can have any idea
what the British Council waslikeinthosedays. The Coundll office
used to be on the top floor of Maruzen in Nihonbeshi (ages beforeit
moved to Semon-cho, then to Jmbo-cho and findly to Kagurazaka).
The office was equipped with no computer; insteed it was full of
book shdves.  The heed officer was the 'Represantative rather than
the Director' as he (0 far no 'she yef) isdesignated today. Thefirgt
Representative was Mr. R. A. Close, subsequently sucoseded by Dr.
L. R. Phillips. The Coundil frequently organised a series of lectures
on English literature given by the resdent British writers and
academics. | vividly remember one occasion when D. J. Enright,
having traveled by tran from Kansa and daggering into the
Council Hal with a controlled look of intoxication, gave a superb
lecture on W. B. Yeats followed by the lively exchange of questions
and answerswith Anthony Thwaite

The British Coundil, now known as a QUANGO, was
origindly a government organisation esteblished in 1934, which
employed a number of digtinguished writers, artigts and scholars to
work &s its officers  The third Representative in Tokyo was Mr.
Rondd Bottrdl, who was once prased by F R Leavis & a
promising poet. He was then succeaded by the philosopher Mr. E.
W. F. Tomlin, who was to dtay in office for some eght years. |
had the fortune of being sdected for one of the dozen 1967 British
Coundl Scholas  As a philosopher Frederick Tomlin was
sympethetic towards the humanities, and the 1967 Scholars induded
three in English literature-Professor Takeshi Onodera (Leads),
Professor Tetsuo Anza (The Shekespeare Inditute) and mysdf
(Cambridge), and the linguig Professor Yutska Hisametsu
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(Edinburgh). At a farewdl paty given for the Scholars a the
Samon-cho office on the eve of our departure for the U. K. | had a
brief conversation with ayoung diplomat from the Embassy:

'Which Collegeareyou going to?

'Peterhouse’

That'smy College.  Youvechosen theright place!

In fact | did not choose it, but the British Council did on my behdf.
| can never fully thank the Coundll for it. Thirty years later that
young diplomat was to come back to Tokyo as the Ambassador Sir
David Wright.

In those days the British Coundil Scholarships were awarded
normelly for one year. The idea was that the Coundl Scholars
should come home in one or two years time to render services to
ther own country with the knowledge and expertise that they had
ganed in Britain.  After having ceesed to be a Coundl Scholar,
however, | was dlowed to stay longer in Cambridge.  The Coundil
Scholarship was thus the gart of my Cambridge life that lasted for
eight and ahdf yearsdtogether.

During those years | played a double role, doing my research
in the Faculty of English while & the same time teeching Jepanese as
Lector in the Faculty of Orientd Studies As time went on, |
became aware how difficult it was for a Jgpanese to sudy English
litereture In my smdl way | was undergoing what Natsume
Soski hed experienced in London in the early years of the twentieth
century. | was studying English literature with devotion, but,
coming from a different culturd and educationd background, | was
never fully able to tackle it with the equa esse and expertise with
which an English scholar would have done. | fdt | was only on the
fringe of the solid Cambridge academic community and British
cultureasawhole.  In the meantime | dso became avarethat | was
daly more dienated from my home country, which was then
achieving amiraculous economic growth.  And yet, whether | liked
it or not, | was never able to escgpe from my own netiond identity.
In this respect | was nather fully an ingder nor fully an outsider in
my reaionships with both Britain and Jgpan.  For a while | was
living in ano man'sland, undergoing an identity crisis or aculturdly
schizoid date. Veiled though it was under scholarly impersondity,
my persona experience was patly projected into my Cambridge Ph.
D. dissrtation on the ‘'mind's ayss of some late eighteenth and



ealy ningteenth-century English poets.  The same ws true <o of
my little book, The Search for Authenticity in Modern Japanese
Literature, based on my lectures in Cambridge and published in
1978 by Cambridge Universty Press, in which | dedt with the
intdlectud and aesthetic dilemma of some modern Japanese writers
torn between their netivetradition and theimpact of theWest.

| findly came homein 1976. Mr. Robin Duke was about to
leave after having completed his extended term of office as the
Council Representative. | cannot think of my professond career
separady from the dose connection thet | have since had with the
British Coundil, which under a successon of different Directors-
Messs lan Frazer, Peter Matin, Joe Barnett, Richard Joscdyne,
Mike Barrett, and Terry Toney--has widdy expanded the scope of its
activities in accordance with the needs of the time while never losing
itsinitia identity.

Ever snce| camehome, | have been obsessed with anagging
question:  in teaching in Japan how could | put to good usewhat |
had leant in Britan? When & the age of sxty | retired from the
University of Tokyo in 1995, | wes feding that | wes unable to give
a convincing answer to the quedion. | have often found mysdf
bewildered and ovewhdmed by the immense difficulty, which
derives patly from the differences in the educationd framework
between the two countries.  All of uswho are engaged in education
cannot &ford to forget the report once issued by the OECD that by
the world standards primary-school education in Jepan is excdlent
while there are problems with higher educetion. | am not worried
about naturd sciences, engineering, medicing, etc.-those fidds in
which the achievements can be gauged by the globd dandards. |
am more concerned about my own fidd (English literature), for
ingtance, and about the humenitiesin generd.

| have dready mentioned the difficulties inherent in the study
of foreign culture  Perhaps nothing can be done about them. |
would rather like to draw attention to the generd framework or, in
more concrete terms, the idea of education and the systems
supporting it.  While | was in Britain in the late 1960s and in the
firg haf of the 1970s | wasimpressed in particular by two aspects of
British education: 'early spedidisation’, and ‘tutorid' or 'supervison'.
These are not separate but integral dements of the whole of British
educaion. 'Spedidisation' is not necessarily geared to bringing up a
geddig in the narow sense of the word. By becoming wel
versd in apaticular fidd of study one comes to foder the ways of
thinking that can be vdid for solving problems of any other field.
Think of the efforts one hasto makefor preparing onesdlf for weekly
supervisons throughout the three years of specidist undergraduate
education. Think of what one gains from them--criticdl andysis,
logicd and articulate argument, imaginative credivity, eic.  If these
are the ams and fruits of universty education, society will be the
richer (not in the financid sense) for that. Can we sy the same
with the Stuetion in Jgpan? | trust thet my BCJIA collesgues will
make useful suggestionsand proposdsin answering thisquestion.
00000 Peerhouss Cambridge 1967/76, Trinity College,
Cambridge 1984/8501
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