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Message from the new British

Counci) director, Mr. Michael
Paul Barrett, OBE

My wife and I are
delighted to be back in Japan
for our third British Council

here in
English

Our second stay was

posting. We were first

a weekly

1970, when 1 was presenting
programme on NHK television.
from 1980 to 1984. This was an exciting stage of

development as we began to emphasise Britain's

contemporary culture and reach out the younger

generation in Japan.
Since then, the British Council has acquired a

new building in Tokyo, English language school in
both Tokyo

We even have a small collection of materials

and Kyoto and expanded activity in
Kansai.
on study in Britain and Okinawa. ] look forward to
building our links with institutions all over Japan.
We now handle or assist over 400 scientific
exchanges each year; 150 British arts events; 27,000
enquiries about studying in Britain, teaching English
5,000 students;

information services to thousands of British Council

to over and provide library and

members and others.

One of our priorities now is to develop an

interdisciplinary approach to "British Studies" among
all those who have an interest in British life and
thought. We want to involve social scientists,
historians, cconomists, philosophers, lawyers, and

intellectual
we held

we are

others so as to deepen and widen the

Last

exchange between our countries. year,

our first, very successful conference. Next,

planning workshops on course design. This is an area
where our friends in the BCJA can give us valuable
advice and help, and we count on your support (o
develop “British Studies” in every form.

We look forward (o seeing you at BCJA events

N
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over the coming year, and I hope that you will find

time to call on us occasionally.
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Self-directed Learning, Rhetoric, Micro-Teaching and Teaching .

English as a Foreign Language. Optional
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Farcwell Oxford, university city, a
nebulous conglomeration of skylines,
meadows, hills and people and a baffling
harmony of wines in cellars, sounding
bells, smells of cars, medieval Jeather
manuscripls warm to the touch, white

gold walls.,

You are livery on a fine day in early
spring. All your creatures wake up from
deep moticnless sleep and revive their
lives, r:sponldiug to the first warm
south wind. The breath of spring is felt

in every quarter,

You are gorgeous oo 2 heated morning in
the summer. Your Georgian college walls
and Victorian gardens arc decorated by

the many gay colours of roses and purple

wisterja.

You are intimate at dawn in summer.
Naroian lamps on New College Lane light
up the surrounding darkness, as the sigs
of life, glowing purple, breaks through

at the edge of South Park. Your gracious
St. Mary's, Bodleian, Camera and
Sheldonian are silent, balting after the
intense activity of daytime. You are
resting, ecmbracing the sound and pzaceful
brezthing of your sons and daughters

sieeping 2t your bosom.

You arc beautiful carly on a September
afiernoon. You enjoy your scrcuily. after
the tourists before the students. The

sky is becoming bluer and more distant.
The avtumn sun's crystal rays dance with
swaying green leaves in playful breezes,
playing hide and seek with its beams and
shadows on the spacy, tranquil Woodstock
Road. A cyclist passes under the tunnel
of rustling trees, leaving behind the

sound and radiance of autumn,

You are solemn at dusk in lalec auvtumn,
viewed from the hill of Elsficld. A

huge, tound, red ‘sun sinks behind your
skyline. The colours of the clouds,
lingering in the sun, gradually change
from dim white to pink and then to
thick uliramarine and finally vanish
into darkness. While day and night
compcte on the west horizon, you draw



your own silhouetle, harmonizing with
the changes of the canvas. Your spires
and pinnacles, with their gothic nobility
uplift you. You - floating in dim light

at dusk - lift only St. Mary's soaring
spitre above a layer of white mist, It
looks as if you remain to be the last
witness of the hzavenly world.

You are romantic on 2 morning of snow.
Addison's Walk is virgin to any

footprint, save thosz of deer and
squirrels. Your brook alongside the
Fellows' Garden draws in White crystal
powder in unusual silence, Ducks on the

Brook are freezing, motionless.
Farewell my alma mater.

You embraced and nurtured a half-fledged
uprooted studeant from the East, with

such gentle and benigoant arms, just as
you yourself are protected by Boar's

hill and the hills of Commoner and
Eisficld and fostered by the [sis and

the Cherwell.

You bave been an ecclesiastic body from
your inception. 'Dominus Illuminatio
Mea® was, is and will be your spiril.

How mauny prayers have been dedicated to
your Lord, soaring high above the spire
of St. Mary’s through the centuries? The
last enchastment of the Middle Ages is
still whispzring behind the walls of
chapels and churches. Tradition is
stronger than thought. Your Genius Loci
has been seccretly leavened into your
pcople’s souls, so they can rise
intellectually sincere and spiritually
deep. Blessed are your sons and
daughters who have been disciplined and
enriched in your bosom. Your frontier
spirit, solid argument and graciousness
will be theirs, May you remain the
lengthened shadow of a man, a2 witness of
the quest for Truth, until the day

comes, when you rest in elernal peace.
Farewcll Oxford "Vincyard of the Lord’

(Professor Kei Chiba, ILEBERENEEE)
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FIRST BRITISH COUNCIL INTERNATIONAL BRITISH
STUDIES
"CHANGING BRITAIN" CONFERENCE
TOKYO 22-23 September 1993

British Studies as a multidisciplinary enguiry is not
particularly well known or understood in Japaz. To be
sure, a course jn Brilish Studics has been offered at Tokyo
University for the past 40 years but this is rather the
exception than the rule. Since a major telement in the
mission of the British Council is to encourags a better
understanding of contemporary Britain, it seemed time for
the Council to take a lead.

First, however, what is meant by British Studies? Our
working definition is the study of contemporary British
culture, socicly, institutions and achievements. This m=ans
that British Studics goes becyond the traditional study of
English language and literature in at least two ways. It
includes other major subject areas such as politics, law,
education, social policy, international rclations and
¢conomics whilst not, of course, excluding literaiure and
the arts. Secondly, the focus is primarily on contemporary
Britain.

A confcrence seemed effective means of highlighting
the Council's interest in British Studies, for cncouraging
public debate of the issues involved and for idzntifying
those scholars on the Japanese side with an intercst in the
ficld. A deliberately ambiguous theme, "Changicg Britzin®,
was chosen for the confercnce. It would be intzresting to
different
standpoint of their own

see how specialists in the subject arcas

approached this topic from the
disciplines,

The confersnce took place in the British Council,
Tokyo, 22 - 23 September 1993. It drew a capacily audience
of some 120 academics from 2 wide range of disciplines
and institutions. A number of well-known specialists from
botk U. K. and
chairmanship of Professor Hisaaki Yamanouchi of Tokyo

Japan assembled under 1h: overall
University. Professor Yamanouchi also gave the opening
keynote speech, sziting the tone for the whole conference.
Master  of Birkbeck

impact of

Baroness Tessa Blackstone,

College, University of London, discussed ths
government policy on British education system. Professor
Ken Newton of the University of Essex did likewiss for the
political sysiem. Piers Gardner, Director of the Imstitute for
International and Comparative Law, gavs: 2 brilliant
account of the British legal approach. Profzssor Michazel
Wheeler from the University of Lancastzr gaves a
wide-ranging talk covering literaturs and the arts and the
question of multidisciplinarity. Professor Nicholas Deakin of
Birmingham demonstrated, with the help of ths overhead
projector, the cfiects of current social policy in Britain.
There were also key presentations from Japancse scholars,
Profcssor Kibata of Tokyo University talked about the
changing pattern of Britain's internalional relztions and
Professor Kusamitsu, also of Tokyo University, covzred the
British economy,

A pau’icularl_v important session was th: pancl
discussion of course design. This was lsd by Profsssor
Susan Bassnctt of the University of Warwick, who is well
known for her work in the ficld. The other panczlists wzre

Professor Yamanouchi and Professor Wheeler, Dzscriptioas



and discussion of the programmes at Warwick,
Tokyo and Lancaster led to a lively question and
answer session with the floor.

BCJA members were well

conference. In particular, Professor Ando was able

in evidence at the
to take time out from his busy schedule to attend
the first day's session and Professor Kawai provad
be to the British

political scene.
As aconirast to the academic sessions, a wel]

to a stimulating chairman

attended reception was held on the first evening.
The British Ambassador, Sir John Boyd, tha
and affirmed the Embassy's intersst in

gavze

"kampai®
and support for the development of British Studies
in Japan.

The conference was voted a great success by
the participants but like all such events, raised
more questions than it answered. The principal of
these, of course, is 3
you have a proposal for collaboration activity in

the field of British Studies or if you are already

"where do we go irom here?”

running a course in British Studies, then the
British Council would like to hear from you .
25 October 1993 ; Dr

- (Dr Martin Phillips,
Martin Phillips is Head of Education Services in

Council, Tokyo, and in charge of

the British
education promotion and British Studies .)
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